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Major milestone for Attack Class submarine
program: South Australia’s PMB Defence and
Greece’s Sunlight Systems awarded contracts for
critical submarine equipment studies and design.
Contracts for the design of the Main Storage Batteries Stages 1 and 2 for the Attack Class
submarines have been awarded, another major milestone for the program.
PMB Defence, based in Adelaide and Sunlight, based in Greece have been contracted to provide
design, prototyping and qualification activities for the Main Storage Batteries. Both organisations will
provide Naval Group with the data necessary to select one as the preferred MSB design for the
Attack Class program in 2022.
The Main Storage Batteries are responsible for supplying power to the propulsion system of the
submarine and to other equipment on-board the ship. They directly impact the safety of the
submarine when diving, making them a critical piece of equipment for the platform.
PMB is a leading supplier of high quality energy and specialised engineering solutions for submarine
platforms in Australia. Since 1989 they have continuously supplied MSB’s for the Collins Class and
more recently have been contracted to design the UK’s next generation submarine battery. Sunlight
is a worldwide recognised submarine battery designer and manufacturer with an extensive
knowledge of submarines.
John Davis, CEO, Naval Group Australia said: “The supply contract will be awarded to the
organisation that provides a technically superior design, represents the best value for money and
demonstrates a strong commitment to the program’s Australian Industry Capability requirements.
Naval Group will continue to work with both parties in a range of areas moving forwards to ensure
best program outcomes and the maximisation of the involvement of Australian industry in all phases
on the contract.”
PMB’s Chief Executive Officer, Stephen Faulkner, welcomed the news. “PMB looks forward to
applying its unique understanding of Australian submarine operations to the design and manufacture
of a superior Attack Class submarine battery system. This contract supports PMB’s ongoing growth
of its skilled workforce and Defence exports from its Australian facilities.”
In Sunlight’s Australian Industry Capability Plan they have outlined their commitment to local
manufacturing in Australia including the transfer of technology, skills and knowledge if successful.
Mr. Dimitris Naoumidis, Sunlight’s Advanced Batteries BU Director said: “Sunlight prides itself on
being provided with the opportunity to be part of the Attack Class program. Sunlight is committed to
assisting Australian industry and meeting and exceeding the expectations of the Commonwealth of
Australia for maximum endurance and performance of the Attack Class Submarine batteries. As
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outlined in our Australian Industry Capability Plan that has been submitted as part of the selection
program, new jobs and revenue will be created.”
Press contacts
Jessica Thomas
Head of Communications
Naval Group Australia
Mob. +61 (0) 402 232 228
Email: Jessica.thomas@au.naval-group.com

About Naval Group
Naval Group is the European leader in naval defence. Naval Group uses its extraordinary
know-how, unique industrial resources and capacity to arrange innovative strategic
partnerships to meet its customers’ requirements. As a system-integrator and prime
contractor, the group designs, produces and supports submarines and surface ships. It also
supplies services to shipyards and naval bases. In addition, the group offers a wide range of
marine renewable energy solutions. Attentive to corporate social responsibility, Naval
Group adheres to the United Nations Global Compact. The group reports revenues of 3.7
billion euros and has a workforce of 15,168 (data for 2019).

