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Naval Group awarded design contract for the French 

Navy's future ocean patrol vessels 

On 5 October 2021, the French Defence Procurement Agency (DGA) awarded 

Naval Group the contract for the preliminary and detailed design of the Ocean 

Patrol Vessel program. 

 

This award follows on from the signature of the framework agreement carried by the French 

Defence Procurement Agency on 23 October 2020 for the study, development, production and 

initial operational maintenance of ten ocean patrol vessels for the French Navy. 

A first contract had been awarded to Naval Group for the design and value analysis and was 

approved by the French Defence Procurement Agency on 23 June 2021. The company has now 

been awarded a second contract for the preliminary and detailed design of the Ocean Patrol 

Vessels. Another contract will then be awarded to Naval Group for a ship construction monitoring 

service. 

The Ocean Patrol Vessels program aims at the renewal of the patrol vessels stationed in mainland 

France, namely the high seas patrol vessels (ex-avisos A69) based in Brest and Toulon, and the 

public service patrol vessels based in Cherbourg. The mission of these ocean patrol vessels will 

include support to deterrence, autonomous situation assessment in areas of sovereignty or 

interest, escort, evacuation of nationals, sovereignty and protection of national interests in the 

maritime approaches. 

This program is part of an innovative industrial scheme involving collaboration between civil and 

military entities. Naval Group, as overall project architect, is in charge of the design of these ships. 

The French Defence Procurement Agency will then entrust the construction to all or part of the 

production shipyards who were awarded the framework agreement for deliveries between 2025 

and 2029. 

Naval Group welcomes the launch of this second phase of the Ocean Patrol Vessel program and 

states: "Faced with the increase in maritime traffic and the proliferation of threats at sea, Naval 

Group is proud to contribute to the renewal of France's naval capabilities by designing multi-

mission vessels that offer the French Navy genuine operational superiority with a situational 

awareness capability superior to that of the patrol vessels currently in service.” 
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About Naval Group 

Naval Group is the European leader in naval defence. Naval Group uses its extraordinary 

know-how, unique industrial resources and capacity to arrange innovative strategic 

partnerships to meet its customers’ requirements. As a system-integrator and prime 

contractor, the group designs, produces and supports submarines and surface ships. It also 

supplies services to shipyards and naval bases. Attentive to corporate social responsibility, 

Naval Group adheres to the United Nations Global Compact. The group reports revenues of 

3.3 billion euros and has a workforce of 15,798 (data for 2020). 


