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< Press Release > 
  
 
Rennes, Tuesday, April 23, 2019 
 

 
Digital revolution: Naval Group, b<>com’s new industrial investor 
 

Naval Group has just joined b<>com, a European innovation center based in 

France. This partnership brings together the European leader in naval defense 

and the researchers and engineers of the innovation center with a wide range of 

expertise. It will help to accelerate technological advances in the field of new 

digital and communication technologies. The two partners will work together on 

breakthrough solutions and innovations to reinvent digital solutions for naval 

defense solutions. 

 

The global naval defense market, estimated to have received €40 billion in available revenue in 

2018, is growing steadily by about 4% each year. Nonetheless, there is fierce competition between 

European, Chinese, Russian, and South Korean companies. This creates a difficult environment for 

Naval Group, which is expanding its investments to maintain a technological edge for the benefit of 

France’s own navy and others.  

 

This commitment to b<>com by Naval Group will help to pool ambitions in digital technologies and 

bring together skills from the worlds of academia and industry. It will help accelerate the pace of 

innovation and think outside the box to anticipate technological breakthroughs. It will make it 

possible to maintain a digital advantage in areas that have become essential, like advanced 

communication networks, software radio, image and sound processing, artificial intelligence, 

cyberdefense, cognitive technologies, and human factors. The two entities will jointly launch the 

development of cutting-edge innovation projects that draw upon a wide range of technologies 

(virtualization, high-speed communication, mobility and IoT exchanges). Implemented within 

cybersecure digital infrastructure, these technologies are essential to designing the IT systems of 

ships. 

 

Bertrand Guilbaud, CEO of b<>com, says: “As a neutral player, pioneer, and provider of dual-

use technologies, b<>com is delighted to provide Naval Group with its expertise, from advanced 

communications to image processing to human factors. France, thanks to Naval Group, is at the 

cutting edge of the strategic market of defense and cyberdefense. We are committed to helping 

maintain our national sovereignty.”  
 

According to Éric Papin, Director of Innovation and Technological Expertise at Naval 

Group: “In order to strengthen our position on the international scene, and in order for the French 

Navy to preserve its technological superiority in combat, we need to anticipate and innovate in 

order to meet the needs of our clients. By joining b<>com, we know we can count on an 

ecosystem driven by civilian innovations and dual-use digital technologies. They will enable us to 

be disruptive in order to develop real digital advances sooner to be integrated onto new or in-

service vessels.”  
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Marion Carcreff | PR manager | marion.carcreff@b-com.com | + 33 (0)6 38 27 98 99 
Titouan Coulon | tcoulon@agence-profile.com | +33 (0)6 59 30 87 66 
 

Naval Group 
Emmanuel Gaudez | +33 (0)1 40 59 55 69 | +33 (0)6 61 97 36 63 | emmanuel.gaudez@naval-
group.com 
Dora Khosrof | +33(0)7 72 42 48 96 | dora.khosrof@naval-group.com 

 
 
About b<>com 
Created in late 2012, the b<>com Technology Research Institute is a tech provider and an 
innovation accelerator for every business that uses digital to increase its competitiveness.  
b<>com brings together multi-cultural disciplines and talents in augmented reality, virtual reality, 

and immersive media formats, in the fields of applied artificial intelligence, cybersecurity, 5G 

networks, Internet of Things, cognitive technologies, and e-health. 
Thanks to its world-class engineering team, its technology platforms and its unique mix of scientific 
and industrial knowhow, b<>com offers its clients technology solutions that give them invaluable 
competitive edge. www.b-com.com 
 
 

About Naval Group 
Naval Group is a European leader in naval defence. As an international high-tech company, Naval 
Group uses its extraordinary know-how, unique industrial resources and capacity to arrange 
innovative strategic partnerships to meet its customers’ requirements. The group designs, builds 
and supports submarines and surface ships. It also supplies services to shipyards and naval bases. 
In addition, the group offers a wide range of marine renewable energy solutions. Attentive to 
corporate social responsibility, Naval Group adheres to the United Nations Global Compact. The 

group reports revenues of €3.6 billion and has a workforce of 14,860 (data for 2018). 
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